
. -- "'., California Standards I 

History-Soc:ial Sciences 
11.4 Students trace the rise of the United States to its role as a world 
power in the twentieth century. 
11.7 Students analyze America's participation in World War II. 
11.8 Students analyze the economic boom and social transformation 
of post-World War II America. 
11.9 Students analyze U.S. foreign policy since World War II. 

A group of Berliners gaze up at a U.S. military 
cargo plane bringing them supplies during the 
Soviet blockade of their city in 1948. The Berlin 
Airlift, as it was known, lasted until1949. 
Interpreting Visuals What do you think it 
was like, for Berliners and Americans, during the 
heightened tensions of this Cold War incident? 

See Skills Handbook, p. H30 

World 

February 1945 
President Roosevelt meets 
with Allied leaders at the 
Yalta Conference to discuss 
postwar issues. 

June 1945 
Delegates from 50 

nations meet in San 
Francisco to found 

the United Nations. 



June 1947 
Marshall Plan 

History's Impact video program 
Watch the video to understand the impact of 
defense spending. 

April1951 
President Truman fires 
General MacArthur 

is established to help Europe 
rebuild after World War II. 

September 1 9 50 
UN forces under 

General MacArthur land 
at Inchon, South Korea. 

March 1947 
International 
Monetary Fund 
begins operation. 

Chinese Communists 
take control of 

the country. 

Chinese troops pour 
into North Korea. 

June 1950 North 
Korean troops invade 
South Korea. 

July 1953 
Fighting in 
Korea ends. 
United States, 
North Korea, 
and China sign 
an armistice. 
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MAIN IDEA 
At the end of World 
War II, tensions 
between the Soviet 
Union and the 
United States deep
ened, leading to an 
era known as the 
Cold War. 

READING FOCUS 
1. What were the roots of the Cold 

War? 

2. What was the Iron Curtain? 

3. How did the United States respond 
to Soviet actions in Europe? 

4. What was the crisis in Berlin in 
the late 1940s, and how was it 
resolved? 

;- THE INSIDE 
:STORY 

What does a "man 
of steel" look like 
in the flesh? When 

the Potsdam Conference began in the 
summer of 1945, President Truman 
already knew the legend of Soviet leader 
Joseph Stalin, whose last name meant 
"man of steel." Stalin's brutal repression 
of his own people was thought to have 
led to millions of deaths. His brutality 
was rivaled perhaps only by Hitler's. 
Now, on July 17, 1945, this man 
of steel stood in the doorway across 
the room from Truman. 

As Truman sized up Stalin, he began 
to realize why Franklin Roosevelt had 
referred to him as Uncle Joe. The five-foot, 
five-inch-tall leader was "a little bit of a 
squirt," Truman would later recall. As Sta
lin discussed the matters facing the Allied 
leaders in the days ahead-including the 
possibility of Soviet entry into the war 
with Japan and the future of Poland and 
the rest of Eastern Europe-Truman even 
found himself admiring the man. 

Truman would soon learn that dealing 
with Stalin was more difficult than he first 
expected. As you will read, in the months 
after the Potsdam Conference, Truman 
would have to deal with Stalin's efforts to 
expand Soviet power. 

464 CHAPTER 1 5 

KEY lERMS AND PEOPLE 
Cold War 
Iron Curtain 
containment 
George F. Kennan 
Truman Doctrine 
Marshall Plan 
Berlin Airlift 
NATO 

[;;] 
~ 11.4.6 Trace the 
expanding role of the United 
States in world affairs after 
World War II. 

~ 11.7.8 Analyze the 
effect of massive aid given 
to Western Europe under 
the Marshall Plan and the 
importance of a rebuilt 
Europe to the U.S. economy. 
~ 11.9.2 Understand 
the role of military_ alliances, 
including NATO, in deterring 
communist aggression and 
maintaining security during 
the Cold War. 

.._ President Truman 
(center) shoulder to 
shoulder with Stalin 



The Roots of the Cold War 
Following World War II, the United States and 
the Soviet Union entered an era of high ten
sion and bitter rivalry known as the Cold War. 

The roots of the Cold War reached back many 
years. As far back as the 1920s and 1930s, the 
United States had viewed the Soviet Union 
as a potential enemy. Americans were hostile 
to the ideas of communism and had at times 
feared its spread in the United States. 

World War II alliances Despite the Ameri
can fear of communism, the United States and 
the Soviet Union joined as allies against Nazi 
Germany during World War II. The two coun
tries were not truly friends, however. Indeed, 
after the Germans and Soviets signed their 
nonaggression pact in 1939, President Roos
evelt had worried that the Germans and the 
Soviets might join forces. He feared the United 
States might one day be fighting against Stalin 
and his armies. 

Nevertheless, when Hitler's forces invaded 
the Soviet Union in 1941, the Americans offered 
to help Stalin by providing military equipment. 
This was not an expression of support for the 
Soviet dictator. It was a practical move aimed 
at helping defeat Hitler, who was seen as a 
bigger threat. Over time, the Soviets received 
many tons of American shipments under the 
Lend-Lease program. 

Yet even as the United States sent supplies 
to the Soviet Union, the two countries argued 
over military strategy. Early in World War II, 
Stalin urged the United States and Great Brit
ain to launch an immediate invasion of Europe. 
This, Stalin believed, would force the Germans 
to remove some of their troops from the Soviet 
Union. Several times Roosevelt promised Sta
lin that the invasion was on its way. With each 
delay, Stalin fumed. The American and Brit
ish inaction, he complained, "leaves the Soviet 
Army ... to do the job alone." Hard feelings 
between the Soviets and the Americans and 
British grew. 

The atomic bomb Another issue that cre
ated mistrust between the United States and 
the Soviet Union was the development of the 
atomic bomb by the United States. As you 
have read previously, the Manhattan Project 
was a tightly guarded secret. Nevertheless, 

CAUSES 
Philosophical Differences 

• Soviet Union: communism, totalitarian dictatorship 
• United States: free-enterprise capitalism, republic 

World War II Conflicts 
• Soviets wanted British and Americans to open a second European 

front earlier in war. 
• United States secretly developed atomic bomb. 

Postwar Conflicts 
• Soviet Union refused to live up to wartime promises of elections 

in Eastern Europe. 
• United States made efforts to resist Soviet expansion. 

The Cold War 
• An era of high tension between the United States and the 

Soviet Union. 

Soviet spies had managed to steal the plans 
and Soviet scientists followed them closely. The 
Soviets saw the weapon as a threat and soon 
began to develop an atomic bomb of their own. 

Identifying the Main Idea 
What were the roots of the conflict between the United 
States and the Soviet Union? 

The Iron Curtain Descends 
After World War II, the United States and Brit
ain were worried about what the Soviet Union 
might do. In particular, they were concerned 
that Stalin aimed to gain control of Eastern 
Europe. This was not a new concern. As you 
have read, in the Yalta and Potsdam confer
ences during World War II, American and Brit
ish leaders pressed Stalin to hold free elections 
in Soviet-occupied lands, such as Poland. 

The Americans and British had good rea
son to be concerned about Stalin's plans. He 
had no intention of giving up political and eco
nomic control over Eastern Europe. In Stalin's 
view, he was fully justified in wanting to con
trol Eastern Europe. The Soviet Union had just 

ACADEMIC 
VOCABULARY 
justified based on 
sound reasoning 
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emerged from a terrible war in which as many 
as 30 million or more Soviets had died. To Sta
lin, the German invasion from the West had 
been part of a long history of attacks originat
ing from Europe. Stalin believed that he could 
increase the security of his country by creat
ing a line of Soviet-friendly nations between 
the Soviet Union and its historic enemies in 
Western Europe. 

Communism spreads To achieve his goal 
in Eastern Europe, Stalin used whatever 
means necessary. In some cases, he outlawed 
political parties or newspapers that opposed 
the Communists. The Soviets also jailed or 
killed some political opponents and sometimes 
even rigged elections to ensure the success of 
Communist candidates. In these ways, the 
Soviets managed to install Communist govern
ments throughout Eastern Europe during the 
postwar years. 

Soon, every nation in Eastern Europe had 
a Soviet-friendly Communist government in 
place. Most of these governments were under 
the direct control ofStalin and the Soviet Union. 
The lone exception was the nation ofYugoslavia. 
There, Josip Broz Tito, who won fame fighting 
the Nazis during World War II, was firmly in 
control. Though he was a Communist, Tito 

After World War II, Stalin helped 
install Communist governments 
throughout Eastern Europe. Here, 
a poster of Stalin (center) hangs 
above a doorway in newly Com
munist East Germany in 1946. 
The spread of communism con
cerned American and British lead
ers. In a famous speech, British 
Prime Minister Winston Churchill 
(far right) described a sharp divi
sion between Europe's Communist 
and non-Communist nations-a 
division that h~ ~~usly termed 
-u.Jron~~·; 

refused to take orders from the Soviet Union. 
His wide popularity in Yugoslavia helped him 
remain in power. 

The United States was also alarmed by 
the Soviet treatment of Germans living in 
Poland and the other countries of Eastern 
Europe. During the war, the Allies had agreed 
that Germans living in these areas should be 
removed in an "orderly and humane manner." 
After the war, however, the Soviets relocated 
the Germans with great brutality. Several 
hundred thousand Germans died, as millions 
were forced to relocate to the western section 
of Germany, which was occupied by the United 
States, Britain, and France. 

The Iron Curtain American and British 
leaders were saddened to see Eastern Europe
ans, who had already suffered greatly during 
World War II, fall under the control of a dicta
tor. They were also concerned that the Soviet 
Union would not stop at Eastern Europe. 

In response, President Truman urged his 
secretary of state, James Byrnes, to get tough 
with the Soviets. "Unless Russia is faced with 
an iron fist and strong language," Truman 
wrote, "another war is in the making." 

In 1946 former British prime minister Win
ston Churchill traveled to the United States. 



On March 5 he delivered a speech in Fulton, 
Missouri, in which he sharply attacked the 
Soviet Union for creating what he called an 
Iron Curtain. The term reflected Churchill's 
belief that communism had created a sharp 
division in Europe. 

HISTORY'S VOICES 

II A shadow has fallen upon the scenes so lately 
lighted by the Allied victory. Nobody knows what 
Soviet Russia and its Communist international 
organization intends to do in the immediate future, 
or what are the limits, if any, to their expansive ... 
tendencies ... It is my duty to place before you 
certain facts about the present position of Europe. 
From Stettin in the Baltic to Trieste in the 
Adriatic an iron curtain has descended across 
the Continent.'' 

-Winston Churchill, Speech at Westminster College 

In the Soviet Union, Stalin's reaction 
to Churchill's speech was harsh. He used 
Churchill's words to help persuade his people 
that the United States and Great Britain were 
enemies of the Soviet Union. This became his 
excuse to rebuild the Soviet Union's military 
strength-which slowed the pace of rebuilding 
the shattered Soviet countryside. 

-.I 
5 

I ~.I ss:;::iiil Making Inferences Why 

did Churchill use the term Iron Curtain? 

The United States Responds 
The end of World War II and the start of the 
Cold War presented American leaders with a 
challenge. The United States was now one of the 
world's two most powerful nations. The other 
was an increasingly hostile Soviet Union. 

American leaders felt they needed a new 
policy to deal with the situation. That is, the 
United States had to become the leader of all 
nations committed to democratic ideals and 
freedoms, even as the Soviet Union sought to 
expand its power and influence. 

Containment and the Truman Doctrine 

[

The policy that the United States adopted in 
the late 1940s was known as containment. The 
creator of the containment policy was an Amer
ican diplomat and expert on the Soviet Union 
named George F. Kennan. Kennan believed the 
United States should resist Soviet attempts 
to expand its power and influence wherever 
those attempts occurred. To Kennan, contain
ment was not limited to military force. It also 
involved providing economic aid to other coun
tries in order to strengthen them against the 
Soviet Union. 

Kennan's containment policy was put to 
the test in 1947. That year, President Truman 
informed Congress of an urgent need to pro
vide emergency economic and military aid to 
Greece and Turkey. Both countries were facing 
Soviet pressure. In Greece, Soviet-supported 
Communists were trying to take advantage of 
postwar economic problems to gain power. In 
Turkey, the Soviet government was trying to 
gain more control. 

President Truman argued that providing 
aid would help both the Greek and Turkish 
governments resist Soviet expansion. In the 
process, he issued what came to be called the 
Truman Doctrine: 

HISTORY'S VOICES 

II I believe it must be the policy of the United 
States to support free peoples who are resisting 
subjugation [forced control] by armed minorities 
or outside pressures ... 

I believe that our help should be primarily 
through economic and financial aid which is essen
tial to economic stability and orderly political 
processes.'' 

-Harry S Truman, speech to joint session of Congress, 

March 12, 1947 

Government 

Kennan's con
tainment policy 
guided U.S. foreign 
affairs for decades, 
including the 
decision to send 
troops to Vietnam 
in the 1960s. 
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Purpose: A U.S. financial aid program to rebuild the 
economies of European countries in order to create stable 
conditions for democratic governments. 

Total amount of aid: $13.4 billion 

Number of countries that received aid: 17 

Countries that received the most aid: Great Britain, 
France, and Italy 

Residents lined the streets as the millionth ton of Marshall-Plan 
goods were paraded through Athens, Greece, in December 1949. 
The Marshall Plan focused its efforts on struggling countries such 
as Greece, which was in the midst of a civil war against Commu
nist rebels. The plan, originally called the European Recovery Pro
gram, is credited with boosting Western Europe's gross national 
product by 15 to 25 percent. In 1953 George Marshall received 
the Nobel Peace Prize for crafting the plan that, noted the prize 
presenter, "has become inseparably connected with his name." 
How would economic recovery discour11ge communism? 
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Following Truman's speech, a bipartisan 
Congress voted in favor of the United States 
providing hundreds of millions of dollars in 
aid to Greece and Turkey, to fight Communist 
influence. In both countries, the Soviets did not 
succeed in gaining control. 

The Marshall Plan The war-related eco
nomic problems facing Greece were severe. 
They were not, however, unusual. Across 
Europe, World War II had devastated cities 
and ruined farms. Railroads, factories, and 
mines lay idle. Though the fighting was over, 
people were continuing to suffer, and hunger 
and poverty were widespread. 

Many Americans felt moved to help the 
people of Europe, who had already suffered so 
much from the war. Americans also realized 
that, if conditions grew worse, more Europe
ans might turn to communism. Indeed, as the 
people of Europe became more desperate, the 
influence of Soviet communism grew. In sev
eral European nations, strong Communist 
movements were beginning to appear. 

In June 194 7, George C. Marshall, the for
mer World War II military leader and now 
secretary of state, gave a speech at Harvard 
University. In it he called for a massive Ameri
can program of aid to help Europe rebuild and 
get back on its economic feet. 

HISTORY'S VOICES 

tt Our policy is directed not against any country 
or doctrine but against hunger, poverty, despera
tion, and chaos. Its purpose should be the revival 
of working economy in the world so as to permit 
the emergence of political and social conditions in 
which free institutions can exist.'' 

-George C. Marshall, commencement address, 
Harvard University, June 5, 1947 

The Marshall Plan, as this vision came to 
be known, was an enormous undertaking. 
Between 1948 and 1951, the U.S. government 
spent over 13 billion dollars in 17 different coun
tries. This aid bought food and farm equipment. 
It also rebuilt factories and homes. Marshall's 
original plan even offered aid to the Soviet 
Union and its allies. But Stalin refused the aid. 

With the help of the Marshall Plan, West
ern Europe was soon feeding its hungry and 
providing jobs for its workers. Western Euro
pean countries were also able to buy products 
from American factories, which helped the 



postwar economy grow in the United States. 
Finally, the Marshall Plan helped the United 
States build strong political support in West
ern Europe. This support would be vital in the 
Cold War years to come. 

Identifying Cause and 
Effect How did the United States respond to the 
growing tension with the Soviets in the late 1940s? 

The Crisis in Berlin 
After World War II, the Allies had divided Ger
many into four zones of occupation-British, 
French, and American in the western area and 
Soviet in the east. The capital of Berlin, which 
lay within the Soviet zone, was also divided 
into four zones. 

With the start of the Cold War, the lines 
dividing Germany became sharper. It became 
clear that the Soviets planned to keep their 
zone under Communist control. The British 
and Americans, meanwhile, began to take steps 
to set up a free, democratic government within 
their zones. The French would later join this 
effort. The western zone eventually became 
known as the Federal Republic of Germany, or 
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West Germany. The British and the Americans 
also took steps to set up a democratic govern
ment in West Berlin. 

The Soviets block traffic The Soviets 
were not pleased by the idea of a Western
style government and economy in the middle 
of the Soviet zone of occupation. In June 1948 
they decided to take drastic action. The Sovi
ets announced that they would block any road, 
rail, or river traffic into West Berlin. Suddenly, 
West Berlin's 2.1 million residents had been 
cut off from sources of food, coal, and other 
basic necessities. 

In fact, West Berlin was not completely cut 
off because there were airstrips in the city. The 
Western powers could try to supply West Ber
lin by air. It was a risky plan. Some officials did 
not believe it was even possible to supply all 
the needs of a major city by aircraft. Another 
danger was that the Soviets might try to stop 
the planes or shoot them down. This could lead 
to war. 

In the end, the Western leaders decided 
that they had to take the risk. Their only hope 
for keeping West Berlin free was a massive air
lift. The plan went forward. 

In 1949 Germany was divided into four zones of occupation: 
American, British, French, and Soviet. 

Location Why was it necessary to airlift supplies to West Berlin? 

See Skills Handbook, p. H20 
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The Berlin airlift begins Within days of 
the Soviet blockade, British and American air
planes began making deliveries to the people 
of West Berlin. Every day, the planes flew an 
average of7,000 tons of supplies into West Ber
lin. Hundreds of flights landed, unloaded, and 
took off again. 

To the amazement of the Soviet leaders, the 
Berlin airlift continued week after week, month 
after month. The airlift also got bigger. To allow 
more planes to land, the Allies built another 
airfield in the French sector of Berlin. In the 
month of April 1949, nearly 1,400 separate 
flights took place and nearly 400,000 tons of 
supplies were delivered. 

There were tragedies, however. Some 70 
American and British citizens died in airplane 
crashes. At least five German civilians on the 
ground were also killed. 

In spite of these problems, the airlift con
tinued. Finally, in the face of Allied determi
nation, the Soviet Union lifted its blockade on 
May 12, 1949. By that time, American, British, 
and French planes had made nearly 280,000 
flights into Berlin. American pilots flew two
thirds of them, leading the way. 

NATO forms The widening conflict with the 
Soviet Union made many Western Europeans 
very uncomfortable. They realized that if war 
were to break out, they would be no match for 
the huge Soviet army. In order to provide a 
measure of security, Belgium, France, Luxem
bourg, the Netherlands, and the United King
dom joined together in a system of common 
defense in 1948. 

The crisis in Berlin helped make other 
Western nations aware of the wisdom of this 
action. InApril1949 the United States and six 
other nations joined the original five to create 
a new military alliance-the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization, or NATO. (The other six 
nations were Canada, Denmark, Iceland, Italy, 
Norway, and Portugal.) According to the North 
Atlantic Treaty, an armed attack against one 
of the member nations would be considered an 
attack against all. 

In the mid-1950s, Greece, Turkey, and the 
newly created West Germany joined NATO. 
Today 26 countries, including several former 
Communist nations, are NATO members. 

- • 
13 um:w:: .. ss;:&il Summarizing What was 

the crisis in Berlin? 

~ 11.4.6, 11.7.8, 11.9.2 

Reviewing Ideas, Terms, and People 
1. a. Define Write a brief definition for the following term: Cold 

War 

Western Europe who received the aid? Support your answer 
with details from the section. 

b. Make Inferences What can be inferred from the fact that 
the United States did not share its plans for building the 
atomic bomb with the Soviets during the war? 
c. Evaluate Do you think the United States should have done 
more to improve relations with the Soviet Union during World 
War II? Explain. 

2. a. Recall What was the Iron Curtain, and why was that term 
chosen? 
b. Draw Conclusions Why do you think western leaders were 
so concerned about the Iron Curtain? 
c. Elaborate Do you think the United States was right to be 
concerned about the fate ofthe people of Eastern Europe? 
Explain. 

3. a. Define Write a brief definition for each ofthe following 
terms: containment, Truman Doctrine, Marshall Plan 
b. Analyze What were two different ways that the Marshall 
Plan benefited the United States? 
c. Predict How do you think the Marshall Plan will affect 
relationships between the United States and the countries of 
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4. a. Recall What was the Berlin Airlift, and why was it 
necessary? 
b. Explain What were the risks in attempting to supply West 
Berlin by air? 

Critical Thinking 
5. Identifying Cause and Effect Copy the chart below and use 

information from the section to identify causes and effects of 
the Cold War. 

Causes Effects 
Soviet-Western tension Cold War 

~( ) 
~( ) 
~( ) 

--~------------~~ 
1:3:!] W1.1 

6. Expository Write a paragraph explaining whether or not you 
think George F. Kennan's containment policy was a good idea 
for the United States. 



BEFORE You READ 

MAIN IDEA 
Following the end 
of World War II , U.S. 
m i I ita ry forces
and the rest of the 
country-faced the 
challenge of return
ing to life during 
peacetime. 

READING FOCUS 
1. What was life like in America after 

World War II? 

2. What happened in politics in post
war America? 

3. How did the United States and 
other countries try to build a better 
world after the war? 

! THE INSIDE 
i' STORY 

What did the veterans of World 
War II have to worry about? In 
1946 a popular song told the tale of a 

soldier returning home from World War II. "Not so long ago 
when the bullets screamed," went one of the verses, "many 
was the happy dream I dreamed." Indeed, millions of sol
diers had survived the terror of combat by looking forward 
to their return to a bright future in the United States. Yet as 
the song continued, it told of a different sort of homecom
ing for the World War II veteran. 

"Now the mighty war over there is won, 
Troubles and trials have just begun 
As I face that terrible enemy sign, 'No Vacancy" 

KEY TERMS AND PEOPLE 
Gl Bill 
baby boom 
Fair Deal 
Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights 
World Bank 
International Monetary Fund 
General Agreement on Tariffs 

and Trade 

rMJ 
~ 11.8.3 Examine 
Truman's labor policy and 
congressional reaction to it. 

~ 11.9.1 Discuss the 
establishment of the United 
Nations and International 
Declaration of Human 
Rights, International 
Monetary Fund, World Bank, 
and General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade (GATI) 
and their importance in 
shaping modern Europe 
and maintaining peace and 
international order. 

_. Returning soldiers fight for jobs at a 

coal-mining operation in 1946. 

This song tells of just one ofthe challenges facing 
veterans of the war, who returned to America by the 
millions within a few short months ofV-J and V-E days. 
These men and women found shortages of housing-and, 
as the picture shows above, difficulty finding work. For 
these veterans who had given so much to their country, the 
bumpy transition back to life in the United States was a 
bitter one. 

As you will read, however, this troubled transition 
period was remarkably brief. The federal government did 
much to help returning soldiers resume their lives and move 
the country forward beyond the war. American consumers 
did the rest. 
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Government 

The Gl Bill remains 
in effect today. 
Since 1944, 
about 21 million 
Americans have 
received Gl Bill 
tuition benefits, 
and about 17.5 
million Americans 
have received Gl 
Bill home loans. 

Life in America after 
World War II 
The end ofWorld War II was a joyous occasion 
for Americans. Yet it was also a time of con
cern. During the war, the nation's factories had 
worked overtime to supply the Allied forces. 
Now the orders for tanks, planes, ships, and 
weapons dropped sharply. Some experts pre
dicted serious economic trouble. 

At the same time, nearly all of the 12 mil
lion men and women who had been serving in 
the armed forces at the end of the war were 
returning to civilian life. Many of these return
ing veterans would be looking for jobs. But 
often jobs simply were not available. In addi
tion, some women workers were pressured to 
leave their jobs so a male veteran could take 
their places. In general, however, most veter
ans did eventually find jobs. 

The Gl Bill This shift actually began before 
World War II ended. In June 1944, President 
Roosevelt signed the Servicemen's Readjust
ment Act of 1944. The act became known as the 
Gl Bill. GI, which stood for "government issue," 
was a nickname for members of the armed 
forces. 

The Gl Bill helped millions of 
World War II veterans earn 
college degrees. Many 
attended college while 
raising their families. Here, 
veterans celebrate after 
graduating from the Uni
versity of Colorado. Gl Bill 
benefits included 
• money for college or job 

training 

• loans for homes, farms, or 
businesses 

• unemployment pay of $20 
a week for up to a year 

• assistance finding jobs 

The GI Bill included several features aimed 
at helping veterans make a smooth entry into 
civilian life. For example, it provided money for 
veterans to attend college or receive advanced 
job training. It helped arrange for loans for 
those wishing to buy a home, farm, or business. 
The GI Bill also provided help in finding work 
as well as a year's worth of unemployment 
benefits for those who could not find work. As 
you have read, the government had promised 
financial bonuses to World War I veterans but 
had not delivered. Now, after World War II, 
veterans were not receiving cash bonuses, but 
they were receiving immediate benefits. 

Increasing demand The GI Bill helped 
millions of Gis make a successful return to 
civilian life. At the same time, civilians helped 
spur the postwar economy. During the war, the 
federal government took steps to control what 
products American industry could make. For 
example, car production stopped so that facto
ries could turn out tanks and equipment. 

After the war, demand for consumer goods 
rose sharply. People who had delayed purchases 
during the war now decided to buy. Returning 
veterans built houses, which increased the 
demand for furniture and appliances. 



Many more Americans also began hav
ing families. The two decades following 
World War II marked the beginning of the 
baby boom, a dramatic rise in the birthrate. 
Larger families created demand for larger cars. 
In this way, the postwar economy made an 
unexpectedly smooth shift from providing the 
tools of war to providing the products of peace. 

Labor unions after the war During the 
war, the government had sought to prevent 
labor disputes that might affect wartime pro
duction. Mter the war, unions began seeking 
the increases in wages that had been limited 
during the war. Starting in 1946, the number of 
strikes rose sharply. In 194 7 Congress passed 
the Taft-Hartley Act over President Truman's 
veto. This law greatly reduced the power of 
labor unions. For example, it empowered the 
president to stop strikes when the national 
interest was at stake. 

Racial minorities after the war You have 
read about efforts early in the war to ensure 
equal opportunity for African Americans in 
wartime government and industry jobs. These 
efforts continued after the war. President Tru
man was committed to expanding opportu
nities for Mrican Americans. Mter meeting 
strong opposition from members of Congress, 
he decided to take action on his own. In June 
1948, Truman issued Executive Order 9981. 
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II It is hereby declared to be the policy of the Presi
dent that there shall be equality of treatment and 
opportunity for all persons in the armed services 
without regard to race, color, religion, or national 
origin.'' 

-Harry S Truman, Executive Order 9981, July 26, 1948 

Truman's order ended segregation in the 
U.S. armed forces. This was a major step for
ward for African Americans. It would also help 
pave the way for future gains. 

Hispanic Americans were another group 
seeking opportunities after the war. Several 
hundred Hispanic veterans joined together in 
the American GI Forum. This group worked 
hard to win full access for Hispanic veterans to 
the benefits they had earned for their military 
service. In 1948 they won national attention 
for their efforts on behalf of Felix Longoria, a 
Mexican American soldier who had been killed 

Harry S Truman served 
less than three months 
as vice president before 
President Roosevelt 
died in Aprill945. 
As the new president, 

Truman quickly took over the U.S. effort in World War II. He oversaw 
Germany's surrender and made the decision to drop atomic bombs on 
Japan to end the war in the Pacific. After the war, he worked to limit 
the spread of communism. His Truman Doctrine was a plan to provide 
aid to countries that might otherwise have fallen to communism. 

On the home front, Truman attempted to extend New Deal social 
reforms in a plan he called the Fair Deal. However, he did not have 
the same success Roosevelt had with the New Deal. Only a few of 
Truman's Fair Deal provisions actually became policy. 

Analyze In what ways did Truman succeed, and in what ways did 
he fail? 

in the last days of World War II. When his 
body was returned to his Texas hometown, the 
local funeral home refused to provide services 
because ofLongoria's Mexican background. The 
GI Forum and its Texas leader, Hector Garcia, 
accepted Senator Lyndon Johnson's offer that 
Longoria be buried at Arlington National Cem
etery. The case helped highlight the contribu
tions of Hispanic Americans. 

Summarizing What chal
lenges did the United States face after World War II? 

Politics in Postwar America 
When President Roosevelt died suddenly in 
April 1945, Harry S Truman had been vice 
president for less than three months. In fact, 
Truman barely knew Roosevelt and had little 
knowledge of the many issues and decisions 
the president had been dealing with. After he 
was sworn in as the new president, Truman 
told reporters: 

HISTORY'S VOICES 

II [l]f you ever pray, pray for me now. I don't know 
if you fellas ever had a load of hay fall on you, but 
when they told me what happened yesterday, I felt 
like the moon, the stars, and all the planets had 
fallen on me.'' 

-Harry S Truman to reporters, April13, 1945 
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Integration and the Military 
During World War II, about 1 million 
African Americans were drafted into the 
military. All of these soldiers, sailors, and 
marines served in segregated units. 

In 1946 President Harry S Truman 
appointed the President's Committee 
on Civil Rights. The committee said that 
segregation made the armed forces 

Order 9981. This executive order 
required "equality of treatment and 
opportunity for all persons in the armed 
services without regard to race, color, 
religion, or national origin." 

less effective than they would be if they 
were integrated. 

Although some military leaders 
resisted, by 1949 all branches had 
developed plans for integration. Today 
all positions in the military are open to 
people who are qualified, regardless of 
race or ethnicity. 

In October 1948, James leroy Brown 
(center) became the first African 
American to receive his wings as a 
Navy pilot. 

Backed by the committee's report, 
Truman decided to end racial segrega
tion in the United States military. On 
July 26, 1948, he signed Executive 

Making Inferences What might 
Truman have hoped to gain by ending 
segregation in the military? 
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Truman faced huge challenges. He had to 
lead the Allies through the end of the war while 
guiding the nation through the shift from war
time to peace. He also had to deal with political 
criticism that came from all sides. Many Demo
crats compared him unfavorably to their hero, 
Roosevelt. Republicans saw in Truman some
one they thought they could finally defeat. 

The 1946 elections in Congress The 
attacks on Truman grew stronger as the 1946 
elections in Congress approached. One key 
complaint was inflation, or a rise in prices. 
During the war, the government had acted to 
keep prices low. After the war, price controls 
were relaxed. Prices shot up as a result, and 
Truman took the blame. 

The 1946 elections were a disaster for the 
Democrats. Republicans gained so many seats 
that they were now the majority in Congress 
for the first time since 1930. With this major
ity, Republicans fought against Truman with 
increased strength. Truman found it difficult to 
put in place his own programs. One exception 
was the Marshall Plan, which you read about 
in Section 1. His handling of the Berlin Crisis 
was another of his few accomplishments. 

The 1948 presidential election As the 
presidential election of 1948 approached, Tru
man appeared to be in trouble. His popularity 

"' 

with voters was low. Even his fellow Democrats 
did not fully support him. Liberals broke off to 
back former vice president Henry Wallace, who 
ran under the banner of the Progressive Party. 
Many southern Democrats were angry at Tru
man's support for civil rights. They supported 
South Carolina governor Strom Thurmond, 
who ran as a Dixiecrat. 

With his popularity low and his party 
divided, Truman seemed certain to lose the 
election. In a poll of 50 political writers pub
lished in a leading newsmagazine a few weeks 
before election day, every single one predicted 
a Republican victory. Newspapers made fun of 
him openly. "Mr. Truman is the most complete 
fumbler and blunderer this nation has seen in 
high office in a long time," wrote the Los Ange
les Times. The Republican candidate, Gover
nor Thomas Dewey of New York, was confident 
of victory. 

Refusing to give up, Truman set off on a 
whirlwind campaign across the country. His 
tough-talking, plainspoken style had made 
him the target of many jokes in Washington, 
D.C. But elsewhere people responded well to 
Truman's style. He made a special point of crit
icizing Republicans in the House and Senate. 
When he complained about the "do-nothing 
Congress," crowds cheered in support. 

In spite of Truman's efforts, most experts 
did not think he had a chance. Yet on election 



day, the voters handed Truman a victory. It was 
one of the most surprising election outcomes in 
American history. 

Having won the election, Truman finally 
felt strong enough to put forward his own plan 
for the country. It was called the Fair Deal. It 
included a number of programs in the tradi
tion of the New Deal. This included a federal 
health insurance program and new funding for 
education. Congress, however, did not support 
Truman's program. Few of his Fair Deal ideas 
ever became law. Meanwhile, new problems in 
Korea came to dominate the president's atten
tion. You will read about the Korean War in 
Section 4. 

Drawing Conclusions Why 
do you think the Democrats faced problems in the poli
tics of the postwar era? 

Trying to Build a Better World 
World War II helped give rise to the political 
tensions of the Cold War. It also gave rise to a 
strong desire to understand and prevent the 
causes of war. After two catastrophic conflicts, 
many people were anxious to find new ways to 
prevent a third. 

One result was the establishment of the 
United Nations (UN). Its creation started in 

the final days of the war. Representatives of 
50 nations met in June 1945 to create the UN 
Charter, the written agreement that outlines 
its aims and principles. The UN Charter was 
ratified in October 1945. The UN was officially 
born. Over the years, it would welcome many 
new members. 

The UN Charter committed its members to 
"save succeeding generations from the scourge 
of war" and to "reaffirm faith in fundamental 
human rights." It called for members to respect 
treaties and agreements and to promote the 
progress and freedom of all people. Member 
nations agreed to live in peace and to unite to 
maintain security. Force would be used only to 
serve the common interests of the membership. 
The charter also called for the use of interna
tional organizations to promote economic and 
social advancement. 

Human rights Soon after its formation, the 
United Nations established the Commission 
on Human Rights. The U.S. representative to 
this commission was the former first lady Elea
nor Roosevelt. She became the chairperson of 
the commission, helping to soothe tensions 
between members from different countries. 
Different countries sometimes had very differ
ent ideas about what kinds of human rights all 
people ought to have and how to achieve them. 

__ --------~--~~~----~ _________ .. ____ . . f! tiui~~ \; 

, PROGRAMS FOR A SAFER WORLD I'JICJ"~', 

As World War II came to an end, the countries of the world began seeking ways to prevent the 
problems and conflicts that helped lead to war. Leaders in the United States and other countries 
paved the way in establishing the following: 

World Bank {1944) 

International Monetary 
Fund {1944) 

United Nations {1945) 

General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade {1946) 

• Organization for providing loans and advice to countries for the purpose of 
reducing poverty 

• System for promoting orderly financial relationships between countries 
• Designed to prevent economic crises and to encourage trade and 

economic growth 

• Organization in which member nations agree to settle disputes by 
peaceful means 

• Replaced the League of Nations 

• Agreement among member nations on rules and regulations for 
international trade 

• Focused on reducing tariffs and other trade barriers 
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The democratic United States and Communist 
Soviet Union, for instance, had different ideas 
about how to secure basic economic rights. 

In December 1948, the commission pre
sented to the UN General Assembly the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights. This 
document set high goals for all member nations 
of the UN. For example, it declared a belief that 
all human beings are born free and equal. It 
called for an end to slavery, torture, and inhu
mane punishment. It demanded a variety of 
civil rights, including the right to assembly and 
the right to access to courts. It also stated that 
elementary education should be free and avail
able to all. The UN General Assembly adopted 
the declaration and directed member countries 
to publicize it. 

Trade and economic development 
World War II had raised a number of concerns 
about the financial relationships between coun
tries. These problems had helped bring about 
the Great Depression. Now they threatened to 
limit trade and create conflict between nations. 
Many leaders hoped that solving these prob
lems would lead to greater prosperity around 
the world. This, in turn, would promote peace. 

Even before the war was over, representa
tives of many of the world's great powers met at 

a conference in Bretton Woods, New Hampshire. 
Out of this conference came an agreement to 
create two new organizations-the World Bank 
and the International Monetary Fund (IMF). 

The World Bank aimed to help poor coun
tries build their economies. It provided grants 
of money and loans to help with projects that 
could provide jobs and wealth. 

Economic policy was the focus of the Inter
national Monetary Fund. Prior to the creation 
of the IMF, countries often followed economic 
policies that served their own interests, regard
less of whether they hurt other countries. Such 
practices often had a harmful effect on world 
trade, which hurt everyone. The IMF was 
designed to encourage economic policies that 
promoted international trade. For example, the 
IMF helped build confidence in the values of 
different countries' currencies. 

The General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT) was another international organization 
created to promote economic cooperation. The 
GATT, which took effect in 1948, was designed 
to reduce barriers to trade. 

Identifying Problems and 
Solutions Name some international organizations 
that aimed to build a better world in the years after 
World War II. 

m:=§ 11.8.3, 11.9.1 

Reviewing Ideas, Terms, and People 
1. a. Define Write a brief definition for each of the following 

terms: Gl Bill, baby boom 

c. Elaborate Based on what you have read here and in other 
chapters, how do you think efforts to improve countries' 
economies and international trade will help promote peace in 
the future? b. Explain Following World War II, how did the United States 

manage to avoid the severe economic problems that some 
people had expected? 

Critical Thinking 

c. Predict How do you think Truman's decision to desegre
gate the U.S. armed forces will affect African Americans and 
their growing demands for civil rights? 

2. a. Recall What was the outcome and significance of the elec
tions of 1 946? 
b. Make Inferences What can you infer about Truman's suc
cessful tactic of attacking the "do-nothing Congress"? 
c. Elaborate How do you explain the fact that so many politi
cal observers were wrong about Truman and the presidential 
election of 1948? 

3. a. Identify What was the UN, and why was it created? 
b. Summarize By what means did the United States and 
other countries seek to make the world better during the 
postwar era? 

I 
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4. Identifying the Main Idea Copy the chart below and use 
information from the section to identify details that support 
the main idea given. 

~Postwar~ 
~ .UnitedStates. ~ 

0 
~--------------~~ 

[3JlW1.1 

5. Persuasive From the point of view of a member of the Com-
mission of Human Rights, write and present a speech in favor 
ofthe Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Use details 
from the section in your speech. 

,... 
/ 



BEFORE You READ 

MAIN IDEA 
The start of the Cold 
War and events at 
home helped trigger 
a second Red Scare 
in the late 1940s 
and early 1950s. 

~ 

~ THE INSIDE 

READING FOCUS 
1. Why was the fear of communism 

growing in the late 1940s? 

2. What methods and actions did the 
government use to fight the spread 
of communism at home? 

3. Who was Senator Joseph McCarthy, 
and what was his role in the second 
Red Scare? 

KEY TERMS AND PEOPLE 
Chiang Kai-shek 
MaoZedong 
House Un-American 

Activities Committee 
Hollywood Ten 
Alger Hiss 
Joseph McCarthy 
McCarthyism 

r;;J 
~ 11.9.3 Trace the 
origins and geopolitical 
consequences (foreign and 
domestic) of the Cold War 
and containment policy, 
including the following: 
•The era of McCarthyism, 
instances of domestic 
Communism (e.g. , Alger 
Hiss) and blacklisting 

l STORY 
How did the White 
House find out 
that the Soviets 

had the atomic bomb? Everyone 
realized the day wou ld eventual ly come, 
though many did not expect it so soon. 
They even had a code name for describ
ing the situation-Vermont. Stil l, the 
real ization that the Soviet Union had likely 
exploded an atomic weapon came as a tre
mendous shock to most Americans. 

E:X'X'R.A. 

tRUMlN GElS EV\DENCE 
RUSSllNS Rl VE l-BOMB 

For David Lilienthal, head of the Atomic 
Energy Commission, the news came in the 
form of a visit from an army general. Lilien
thal was on vacation on the island of Martha's 
Vineyard off the coast of Massachusetts. As 
he was returning to his home on the evening 
of September 19, 1949, the general was wait
ing for him with a grave message: The Soviets 
had the atomic bomb and had conducted a 
test explosion. 

The next morning, Lilienthal flew to Wash
ington, D.C., to meet with President Truman and 
several of his advisers. The group debated how 
to handle the news. Should the public be told? 
How would they react? 

Truman decided that the public must be 
informed. He presented the information himself 
several days later. As you will read, the news hit 
the nation hard. Soon, Americans were in the 
grips of another Red Scare. 

~"Explosion Occurred in U.S.S.R. Within Recent Weeks," 
President Tells Cabinet..,.Stresses leed lor Control .·-----·\ --- Britain AOO Discloses 

Blast Report; News 
Quickly Shakes U. 5. 
wASHiNGTON. Sept. 23 (AI' l ... 

The United Stat .. has evUJencc of a 
r_..,t atomic explooion in Rusaia··· 
new• indicatinc the c:ommuni•ll at 
lone lalt have learned to make an' 

A-bomb· Pre•ident Tnatft.l.n ditcloeed ll)i• in a 
.tat11rnent todAY· H•thrtn held an hour
lot~• ~Oil with hi• C.biftet about it . 

•"W•"-"'•'~that-'thfnre«M 
v~:.-.:; .. ~·::~:::.:.""'....f'"""' :- m. 

Mr. TrufM-II..W\iM ...... ,..nt-"'ph.f· 
M:ue\he,__kyf..,.. " lr..a,-lfee.d••• •"'OIIP 
.w.~oWrM'._.,contre~ol~.,_.,., ... 

The Unit- 5uW hu ~tNt ttu·•111h 
!.he Uftit.ed .._,,~. W "-' bMn ~We to .... 
tot.t.WrihR_.. ..... t.ow it ~\I.CM• 
,;.dot~t-

~E?.~\~~~,;;::;:.;:.:~-s \i~~~~ -----....-~ -

the Soviet Union 
had tested an 
atomic bomb sent 
shock waves of fear 
through the nation. 
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Notice the pattern of Communist nations in Europe. 

Place Look at the chart at right. Why do you think the 
Communist takeover of China worried the United States? 

See Skills Handbook, p. H20 

ACADEMIC 
VOCABULARY 
detonate to cause 
an explosion 
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Growing Fear of Communism 
The postwar years were a tense time in the 
United States. American leaders worried about 
the spread of communism in Europe. In 1948 
the crisis over Berlin drove the tension level 
even higher. 

Then in 1949, two events added greatly to 
the nation's anxiety. First came the discovery 
that the Soviet Union possessed an atomic 
weapon. Then came the news that Communists 
had gained control of China, the most populous 
country in the world. 

Soviet atomic weapons The first hint of 
trouble occurred in late August 1949. U.S. air
craft flying over the North Pacific Ocean picked 
up signs of unusual radioactivity in the atmo
sphere. American scientists quickly figured out 
what had happened. In September, President 
Truman issued a short, terse statement that 
confirmed the Soviet Union had detonated an 
atomic bomb. 

Truman's announcement came as a great 
shock to the nation. No longer could the country 
rely on this terribly destructive weapon as the 
basis of its defense against the Soviets. Soon, 
Truman would seek to strengthen the nation's 
military against a possible Soviet threat. 

p < 

·~ 
Q .. · 

~~ )_K) 

The threat of Communist China Within 
days of the announcement that the Soviets had 
atomic weapons, the United States learned that 
Communists in China had gained nearly full 
control of the country. The so-called Nationalist 
government of Chiang Kai-shek had fled main
land China for the island of Taiwan. Chiang 
had been a loyal friend to the United States 
during World War II. He-and the United 
States-continued to claim that the Nation
alist Party represented the one true govern
ment of all China. Now, outside of Taiwan, the 
Nationalists had no power. China was in the 
hands of the Communist Party. A new People's 
Republic of China had been born. 

The Communist takeover of China had been 
many years in the making. At the end of World 
War II, the defeated Japanese had withdrawn 
from China. Led by Mao Zedong, Chinese Com
munists used this opportunity to gain control 
of large areas, especially in northern China. 

In a civil war between Nationalists and 
Coml)lunists, the United States supported the 
Nationalists' effort to defeat communism. Chi
ang's Nationalist government, however, was 
riddled with corruption and poor leadership. 
As a result, Mao's Communists steadily gained 
power in China. 



The United States 
and Canada 

171,550,000 

Western Europe 
173,882,000 

Total 
345,432,000 

Soviet Union 

180,980,000 

Eastern Europe 
1 06,055,000 

China 
554,760,000 

Total 
841,795,000 

The Communist victory in China delivered 
another shock to the American people. Ameri
cans did not yet know if Chinese communism 
was equivalent to Soviet communism. Many 
worried that China would increase the Com
munist threat to the United States. 

Identifying Cause and 
Effect What events helped increase the fear of com
munism for the American pu blic in the late 1940s? 

Fighting the Spread of 
Communism at Home 
The events of 1949 fed an already strong 
anti-Communist feeling in the United States. 
Indeed, for several years, concern had been 
growing about possible Communist influence 
in American government. Efforts were already 
underway to root out disloyal people. 

Investigating communism Since the 
1930s, the House of Representatives had had 
a House Un-American Activities Committee, or 
HUAC. This committee's original purpose was 
to investigate the full range of radical groups 
in the United States, including Fascists and 
Communists. Over time, however, it came to 

focus only on the possible threat of commu
nism in the United States. This focus existed 
even before the start of the Cold War. It sharp
ened significantly as the Soviets emerged as 
the chief enemy of the United States. 

The most famous HUAC investigation 
began in 194 7. Its goal was to explore possible 
Communist influence in the American film 
industry. The committee collected the names 
of Hollywood writers and directors who were 
thought to hold radical political views. Ten 
of these people, when called before HUAC, 
refused to answer questions about their beliefs 
or those of their colleagues. As a result of this 
refusal, the Hollywood Ten were found guilty 
of contempt of Congress and were sentenced to 
a year in jail. 

The case alarmed others in Hollywood. 
Many now agreed to provide names of possible 
Communists to HUAC. Others refused to pro
vide names, and for this they were placed on a 
blacklist-a list from which all the major Hol
lywood employers refused to hire. The careers 
of several hundred writers, actors, directors, 
and producers were damaged. 

In another case that attracted widespread 
attention, the Atomic Energy Commission 
accused atomic bomb scientist J. Robert 
Oppenheimer of Communist sympathies. The 
commission stripped him of his top-secret 
security clearance. 

Truman and loyalty The public fear of com
munism also put pressure on American lead
ers. No leader wanted to appear weak when 
dealing with communism. This included the 
president. Truman felt he had to take action 
because Republicans in Congress were claim
ing that Communists were working in the fed
eral government. To help address this charge, 
Truman created a new plan for ensuring the 
loyalty of government officials. Under the plan, 
all federal employees would be investigated. 
Those found to be disloyal to the United States 
could be barred from federal employment. 

The investigations turned up little evidence 
of disloyalty. Over the next few years, 3 mil
lion people were investigated. A few thousand 
federal workers resigned, and about 200 were 
judged disloyal. The investigations troubled 
some Americans. They made it clear, however, 
that the Truman administration was serious 
about fighting communism. 

ACADEMIC 
VOCABULARY 
equivalent equal 
in importance 
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Alger Hiss, 1948 
Accused of being a spy for the 
Soviets, Alger Hiss prepares to 
testify to HUAC in 1948. Although 
he denied the charges, evidence 
later showed Hiss had lied to 
HUAC.In 1950 he was convicted 
of perjury, or lying under oath, 
and sentenced to prison. Soviet 
documents decoded by American 
intelligence and declassified 
in the 1990s confirmed Hiss's 
guilt in the case. 

Ethel and Julius 
Rosenberg, 1951 
The Rosenbergs were con
victed of passing military 
secrets to the Soviets, 
including information from 
Ethel's brother, who was an 
employee on the Manhat
tan Project. They received 
the death sentence and 
were executed in 1953. 
The Rosen bergs were the 
first U.S. civil ians to be 
executed for espionage. 

IO.aus Fuchs, 1950 
Fuchs, a nuclear physicist, 
worked on the Manhattan 
Project. During his work on the 
development of the atomic 
bomb, he transmitted informa
tion to the Soviet Union, includ
ing detailed drawings of "Fat 
Man," the bomb the United 
States dropped on Nagasaki, 
Japan, in World War II. After 
serving nine years in prison, 
Fuchs settled in East Germany. 

The Smith Act In 1949 Truman made 
another show of his commitment to fight com
munism at home. The government charged 
several leaders of the Communist Party in the 
United States under the Smith Act. This 1940 
law made it a crime to call for the overthrow of 
the U.S. government or belong to an organiza
tion that did so. 

The Communist Party officials were con
victed. These convictions, and the Smith Act 
itself, were upheld in the 1951 Supreme Court 
ruling in Dennis v. United States. The Court 
considered that the domestic danger posed by 
Communists was "grave and probable" and 
justified limits on their free speech. (Later, in 
Yates v. United States, the Court held that it 
was a crime only when a person called for spe
cific actions to overthrow the government.) 

The McCarran Act In 1950 Congress took 
further action to fight communism in the 
United States. The McCarran Internal Secu
rity Act required Communist organizations to 
register with the government and established 
a special board to investigate Communist 
involvement. The act also made it illegal to 
plan for a creation of a totalitarian dictatorship 
and prevented Communists or other radicals 
from entering the United States. 

Truman v-etoed the bill, stating that it 
"would deligh t the Communists, for it would 
make a mockery of the Bill of Rights and of our 
claims to stand for freedom in the world." But 
Congress easily overrode Truman's veto. 

Spy cases Fear of communism was also 
fueled by a series of spy cases in the late 1940s. 
One case involved a former government official 
named Alger Hiss. In 1948 former Communist 
spy Whittaker Chambers accused Hiss of being 
part of a 1930s plot to place Communists inside 
the government. Hiss denied the charges. Then 
in a dramatic move, Chambers led investiga
tors to his Maryland farm. There, hidden in a 
hollowed-out pumpkin, they found several rolls 
of top-secret government microfilm. Chambers 
said the stolen film had come from Hiss. 

Hiss could not be charged with spying
many years had passed since his alleged crime. 
He was charged, however, with lying under 
oath. Hiss was eventually convicted and served 
some years in prison. Future president Richard 
Nixon played a key role in the investigation. 



Another famous case involved the theft of 
atomic secrets. Klaus Fuchs was a German
born scientist who had worked on the Manhat
tan Project during World War II. Investigators 
learned that he gave American atomic secrets 
to the Soviet Union, including detailed draw
ings. Fuchs was sentenced to 14 years in prison 
though he served just 9 years. 

The Fuchs case raised fears about atomic 
spies operating inside the United States. 
Indeed, investigators soon found several Amer
icans who admitted providing atomic secrets to 
the Soviets. One of them charged that his sister 
and brother-in-law-Ethel and Julius Rosen
berg-were leaders of the spy ring. 

At the trial, the Rosenbergs denied the 
charges. They also refused to answer questions 
about their political activities, which included 
past involvement with communism. They were 
convicted of conspiracy to commit espionage, 
or spying. The Rosenbergs received the death 
sentence and were executed in 1953. 

Identifying the Main 
Idea Name some examples of efforts to fight commu
nism in the United States in the late 1940s and early 
1950s. 

Senator Joseph McCarthy 
On February 9, 1950, a U.S. senator named 
Joseph McCarthy visited Wheeling, West Vir
ginia to deliver a speech before a Republican 
women's group. His topic was a familiar one 
to Americans of that day-the dangers of com
munism. In his speech, McCarthy claimed that 
there were 205 known Communists working for 
the U.S. Department of State. In a later speech, 
he went a step further. Waving a list before the 
crowd, he said it contained the names of 57 
Communists in the State Department. 

The rise of McCarthyism McCarthy's 
charges created a sensation. For many Ameri
cans, his claim was all too easy to believe. It 
helped explain recent events, such as the loss 
of China and the Soviet development of the 
atomic bomb. But McCarthy never produced 
the list of names he claimed to be holding in 
his speech. A Senate committee looked into his 
charges and found no evidence of Communists 
in the State Department. 

By that. time, however, many frightened 
Americans did not need any evidence. Even 
if he had been wrong with his first list, they 

Recent 
Scholarship 
In 1995 the 
National Security 
Agency released 
information on 
Soviet spy com
munications 
during the Cold 
War. These files 
provided further 
evidence that 
the Rosenbergs 
were guilty. 



figured, he was clearly on the right track. In 
this way, just by making accusations, McCar
thy had earned for himself a reputation as the 
nation's top Communist fighter. 

With his newfound fame, McCarthy went 
on the attack. He made many new charges, but 
none were backed up with any evidence. When 
people complained about his methods, McCar
thy suggested that maybe they had secrets to 
hide. Truman dismissed him as a "ballyhoo 
artist who has to cover up his shortcomings 
by wild charges." One critic, the political car
toonist Herblock, dubbed McCarthy's tactic of 
spreading fear and making baseless charges 
McCarthyism. The public, however, seemed will
ing to believe McCarthy. 

Then in the 1950 elections, McCarthy made 
a special effort to bring about the defeat of 
Maryland senator Millard Tydings. Tydings 
was one of President Truman's strongest sup
porters. It was his committee that had investi
gated McCarthy's first claims and found them 
to be false. In the Tydings campaign, McCarthy 
produced faked photographs showing Tydings 
talking to the head of the American Commu
nist Party. Tydings was defeated. 

McCarthyism quickly spread beyond the 
Senate. In other branches of government, at 
universities, in labor unions, and in private 

businesses, the hunt for Communists geared 
up. The FBI and even private investigators 
produced names of people with questionable 
political views. People who refused to help with 
investigations were also named. 

Officials and employers feared that failure 
to take action would open them to charges of 
being "soft on communism," in other words, 
weak in dealing with it. Across the United 
States, thousands of people were fired for polit
ical reasons. 

McCarthy's fall Meanwhile, Senator 
McCarthy continued his campaign from the 
Senate. He became increasingly wild in his 
charges. After winning re-election in 1952, he 
began to go after fellow Republicans. In 1954 
he attacked the U.S. Army, claiming that it was 
protecting Communists. His Senate hearings 
were televised, which spread his anti-Commu
nist message widely. Still, the public increas
ingly came to view McCarthy's tactics as unfair. 
As you will read, the fear of communism in the 
United States would remain for some time. But 
the career of Senator Joseph McCarthy-and 
McCarthyism-would soon fade away. 

Making Generalizations 
What did Joseph McCarthy aim to do? 

l:.mm 11.9.3 

Reviewing Ideas, Terms, and People 
1. a. Recall How did the Communist takeover of China and the 

Soviet explosion of an atomic bomb affect the United States? 
b. Draw Conclusions Do you think that it was reasonable to 
conclude from the advance of communism in the late 1940s 
that communism was "winning"? 

c. Elaborate Why do you think some people were unwilling 
to stand up to McCarthy and his hunt for Communists? 

c. Predict How do you think the events of 1949 would affect 
the U.S. policy toward communism in the future? 

2. a. Identify Who were the Hollywood Ten, and what was 
their significance in the late 1940s? 
b. Summarize What was the effect of the growing fear of 
communism at home? 
c. Elaborate Why do you think Julius and Ethel Rosenberg 
received the death sentence? 

3. a. Define Write a brief definition of the following term: 
McCarthyism 
b. Explain Why was Senator McCarthy able to win recogni
tion as a great fighter of communism without actually identi
fying any Communists? 
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Critical Thinking 
4. Identifying the Main Idea Copy the chart below and use 

information from the section to identify details that support 
the main idea given. 

~ TheSecond ~ 

~o~ 

[DJW1.1 
-· ,..._..... 

5. Expository Do you think Truman's investigation of federal 
employees was justified? Write a short essay in which you 
explain your position on this issue. Use details from the sec
tion to support your explanation. 



BEFORE You READ 

MAIN IDEA 
Cold War tensions 
finally erupted in 
a shooting war in 
1950. The Un ited 
States confronted a 
difficult challenge 
defending freedom 
halfway around the 
world. 

READING FOCUS 
1. What was the situation in Korea 

before the war began in 1950? 

2. What were the circumstances that 
led to the start of the Korean War? 

3. What were the key battles of the 
Korean War? 

4. How did the fighting in the Korean 
War end? 

_. These soldiers became the first ground troops to enter 
into combat in Korea. 

~ 
~ 

KEY TERMS AND PEOPLE 
38th parallel 

~ 11.9.3 Trace the 
origins and geopolitical 
consequences (foreign and 
domestic) of the Cold War 
and containment policy, 
including the following: 

Kim II Sung 
Syngman Rhee 
police action 
Inchon 
Panmunjom 

r-iHEINsn)E·~ 

! STORY 

• The Korean War 

How did the Korean War begin 
for American troops? The sol
diers of Task Force Smith-a group 

of some~ 400 soldiers shipped to Korea in 1950-never 
really had time to be afraid. Just days before, they had 
been a half-equipped and undertrained unit stationed 
in Japan. Few of their members had any combat experi
ence-a fact that concerned no one since there was no 
combat for them to take part in. 

That changed with the sudden, surprise invasion of 
South Korea by North Korean forces in late June 1950. 
As the North Koreans drove deep into South Korean ter
ritory, President Truman authorized the use of American 
ground forces to stop the advance. That meant Task 
Force Smith would be transferred from Japan to Korea. 

General Douglas MacArthur referred to the soldiers 
as "that arrogant display of strength." Upon their arrival 
in South Korea, the troops were greeted with cheers. 
They drove out to meet the enemy, each soldier carrying 
two days worth of food and ammunition. They expected 
that the North Koreans would never dare to do battle 
with the mighty Americans. 

Of course, the North Koreans were not impressed. As 
you will read, they quickly pushed aside the ill-prepared 
Task Force Smith. The bloody Korean War was on. 
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1. Location Why was the 38th parallel chosen as a dividing line? 

2. Place What nation shares a border with North Korea, besides 
South Korea? Why is this significant? 

See Skills Handbook, p. H20 

Government 
Today Kim II Sung's 
son, Kim Jong II, is 
the leader of North 
Korea. North Korea 
remains a Com
munist country, 
while South Korea 
has a democratic 
government. 
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Korea before the War 
The 600-mile-long Korean Peninsula lies 
between China and Japan. The peninsula is 
also close to Russia, which in 1950 was part 
of the Soviet Union. China, Japan, and Rus
sia have long held a strong influence over the 
Korean people. After 1905 Korea came under 
the control of the Japanese. Japan dominated 
and occupied the peninsula. 

Then in 1945 the Allies defeated the Jap
anese in World War II. As you have read, the 
Allies had agreed to divide control of the con
quered Germany among several Allied nations. 
A similar sort of agreement was reached 
regarding Japanese-occupied Korea. At the 
Yalta Conference in February 1945, the Allies 
agreed that Korea should be free following the 
war. For purposes of accepting the Japanese 
surrender and providing postwar security in 

Korea, however, the Allies also agreed to tempo
rarily divide Korea into northern and southern 
parts. The dividing line was to be the parallel 
at 38° north latitude. The Soviet Union would 
control Korea north of the 38th parallel. South 
of it, the Americans would be in charge. In fact, 
the Soviets played virtually no role in the mili
tary defeat of Japan. Stalin did not declare war 
on Japan until after the dropping of the first 
atomic bomb at Hiroshima. Nevertheless, after 
the Japanese surrender, the Soviets took con
trol of North Korea. 

The presence of the Soviets and Americans 
in Korea was meant to be temporary. As in Ger
many, however, the start of the Cold War led 
to problems. In North Korea, the Soviet Union 
tried to establish a Communist system of gov
ernment. TheN orth called itself the Democratic 

[ 

People's Republic of Korea. Its first leader was 
Kim II Sung, who sought to reunify North and 
South Korea under Communist control. 

In South Korea, the United States promoted 
a democratic system. South Korea, known as 
the Republic of Korea, was led by president 
Syngman Rhee. Although an elected leader, 
Rhee held dictatorial control over South Korea. 
Like Kim Il Sung, he hoped the two halves of 
Korea would be reunified. 

Both the North and the South held the goal 
of bringing together the two Korean halves 
into one whole, but they had different ideas of 
how best to reunify the country. Efforts toward 
unification continued in the late 1940s. In the 
end, however, these efforts led to war. 

Summarizing How did the 
status of Korea prior to June 1950 lead to its division 
into northern and southern halves? 

The Start of the Korean War 
In the dark, early hours of June 25, 1950, more 
than 100,000 North Korean troops crossed the 
38th parallel and invaded South Korea. Kim 
Il Sung had ordered the invasion, hoping to 
reunify all of Korea under his rule. 

The troops carried Soviet-made weapons 
and drove Soviet-made tanks. In the recent 
past, some border skirmishes had occurred 
between North and South Korean troops, but 
this was different. From the outset it was clear 
that this was a major attack. The future of 
South Korea was at stake. 



The attack came as a surprise to most 
leaders in the United States. Tensions on the 
peninsula had been high, and some observers 
had noticed a buildup of North Korean forces 
along the 38th parallel. Still, nobody in the 
Truman administration had anticipated 
serious fighting there. In fact, American troops 
stationed in South Korea since the end of the 
war had recently completed their withdrawal 
from the country. This had been part of a large
scale decrease in the size of U.S. armed forces 
that had been taking place in recent years. 
Because of this, the United States was not well 
prepared to fight in Korea. Nevertheless, the 
decision to fight was made quickly. 

The role of the United States In Presi
dent Truman's mind, South Korea was where 
the United States had to take a stand against 
Communist aggression. South Korea was a 
small country, unable to defend itself against 
an enemy supported by the Soviet Union or 
Communist China. Failure to defend South 
Korea might send a signal to other nations 
that the United States would not help defend 
their freedom. It was even feared that a failure 
to act could lead to a wider war. In a message 
to Congress about the situation in Korea, Tru
man said: 
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''For ourselves, we seek no territory or domina
tion over others ... We are concerned with advanc
ing our prosperity and our well-being as a Nation, 
but we know that our future is inseparably joined 
with the future of other free peoples. ' ' 

-Harry S Truman, July 1950 

Truman's viewpoint was shared by many 
others, including World War II hero General 
Dwight D. Eisenhower. "We'll have a dozen 
Koreas soon," Eisenhower declared, "if we don't 
take a firm stand." 

Meanwhile, on the battlefield, the situation 
was getting more serious by the hour. Within 
days of the invasion, the North Korean force 
had pushed back the South Korean defenses 
and captured the capital city of Seoul. Truman 
realized something had to be done, and it had 
to be done soon. He ordered American naval 
and air forces to support South Korean ground 
troops. Then he asked the United Nations 
to approve the use of force to stop the North 
Korean invasion. 

The role of the UN The United Nations 
Security Council voted unanimously in favor 
of the use of force. Under the UN rules, five key 
countries held the power to veto UN Security 
Council decisions. That is, those five countries 
could single-handedly vote against a measure 
and defeat it. 

One of the countries holding a veto was the 
Soviet Union. However, at the time of the UN 
vote on North Korea, the Soviet representative 
was absent, in protest over the UN's admis
sion of Nationalist China. Therefore, the soviet 
representative was not there to veto the use of 
force against North Korea. 

This twist, however, would not be enough to 
save the South Koreans. It soon became clear 
that American ground troops were needed. 
This was a step Truman had been reluctant 
to take. He feared that sending ground troops 
might trigger the start of another world war. It 
soon became clear, however, that there was no 
other way to stop the North Korean onslaught. 
On June 30 Truman ordered American ground 
troops into action. 

The military force sent to Korea would be 
a United Nations force. Technically, the whole 
effort was referred to as a UN police action . 
The United States never declared war. Its com
mander was to be none other than General 
Douglas MacArthur. American soldiers made 
up the largest part of the force. Some 15 other 
nations contributed a total of 40,000 troops. 
This combined force then joined what was left 
of the South Korean military in a desperate 
fight to save the country. 

·- • 
1 
:s '_, 

1 ••=-• 1153 
· - Sequencing What events 

occurred at the beginning ofthe wa r in Korea? 

Key Battles of 
the Korean War 
American soldiers had entered the battle in 
South Korea. Unfortunately, North Korean 
troops greatly outnumbered and outgunned 
South Korea's defenders. Fighting conditions 
were miserable. Summer heat and heavy rains 
sapped what little strength the soldiers had 
after days of desperate combat. 

Throughout the month of July, the news 
from Korea was discouraging. By the end of 
the month, the North Koreans had pushed UN 
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forces all the way to the southeastern tip of 
South Korea. Here the UN forces formed a line 
around the port city of Pusan. This 130-mile
long line, soldiers were told, needed to be held 
at all costs. 

The Inchon landing In fact, UN forces held 
the port of Pusan. By early September, the 
Communist attack had stalled. Meanwhile, 
thousands of UN troops and tons of equipment 
were unloading at Pusan daily. Now MacAr
thur wanted to go on the offensive. 

MacArthur's plan was daring and brilliant. 
It called for UN forces to make an amphibi
ous landing behind North Korean lines at the 
port city of Inchon, on South Korea's western 
coast. Inchon was an unlikely place for such an 
assault. Its natural features made an attack by 
sea very risky. Chief among these features were 
the extremely high tides in Inchon's waters. 

To MacArthur, the disadvantages of attack
ing at Inchon only meant that the North Kore
ans would not expect it. Surprise would be the 
key to his success. "We shall land at Inchon," he 
promised, "and I shall crush them." 

MacArthur's plan worked beautifully. 
Within 24 hours of the September 15 invasion 
at Inchon, a 70,000-troop force had secured a 
solid landing and regained some ground. See 
the History Close-Up feature opposite to learn 
more about the Inchon landing. 

North Korea on the run The Inchon land
ing helped bring about an amazing change in 
fortunes in South Korea. UN forces quickly 
moved out from Inchon to recapture Seoul. The 
North Koreans had stretched themselves too 
thin chasing the UN forces all the way south to 
Pusan. They were powerless to stop the force 
moving out of Inchon. 

Meanwhile, the UN launched another offen
sive from Pusan. This attack broke through 
the North Korean line and started marching 
northward. Huge numbers of North Korean 
troops were destroyed or forced to surrender. 

The turnaround was startling. The UN 
had been facing defeat in August. Only a few 
months later, by October 1, all of South Korea 
was back in UN hands. 

American leaders now faced the question 
of whether to stop at the 38th parallel. North 
Korea's forces were in tatters. MacArthur 
favored taking all of North Korea. One concern 

about this plan, however, was the possibility 
that the Chinese or Soviets might come to the 
defense of North Korea. A top Chinese official 
issued just such a warning. But the Americans 
decided the risk was worth taking. Truman 
also supported the plan. 

Moving into North Korea continued to 
seem like a good idea through the days of 
October and November. UN forces made solid 
progress. There were some reports of Chinese 
troops filtering into North Korea and join
ing the battle. By the end of November, how
ever, MacArthur was preparing for a major 
push. He said his new plan would end the 
Korean War. Then just as the general's plan 
was getting under way, it happened: A huge 
force of 260,000 Chinese troops poured across 
the Yalu River, which was North Korea's bor
der with China. Again there had been an unex
pected turnaround, but this time it favored the 
North Koreans. 

UN forces retreat With the Chinese attack, 
MacArthur's promise of a quick victory disap
peared. In fact, the UN forces suddenly faced 
defeat. According to MacArthur, the size of the 
Chinese force was simply too large. Just as in 
the early days of the war, UN forces were soon 
in full retreat. 

In the case of the 8th Army, this retreat 
went all the way back south of Seoul. It was the 
longest such fallback in U.S. military history. To 
make matters worse, the brutal Korean win
ter had arrived. Temperatures in some areas 
dropped well below 0°F. In places such as the 
Chasin Reservoir, American soldiers suffered 
terribly under the wintry conditions. 

MacArthur is fired As 1951 began, the sit
uation in Korea once again seemed dire for the 
Americans and the UN. In MacArthur's view, 
the UN faced a choice between defeat by the 
Chinese or a major war with them. He called 
for expanding the war by bombing the Chinese 
mainland and bringing Nationalist Chinese 
forces into the fighting. He even called for the 
use of atomic weapons. 

MacArthur, as it turned out, was wrong. In 
January 1951, a force led by Lieutenant Gen
eral Matthew Ridgway not only stopped the 
Chinese onslaught but actually went on the 
offensive. By April 1951 Ridgway's men had 
pushed the Chinese back to the 38th parallel. 
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Assault on Inchon 
The September, 1950 invasion at Inchon was a key victory for UN 
forces in Korea, helping regain territory in South Korea. Territory 
changed hands frequently during the Korean War (see inset maps 
at right). UN forces pushed all the way into North Korea but were 
forced back to the 38th parallel by January 1951. 

Controlled by North Korea 

Controlled by South Korea 

North Korean forces 

United Nations forces 

200 400 Miles 

-----, 
200 400 Ki lometers 

The tides near Inchon were extreme, 
and only for short windows of time 
was water deep enough to al low 
landing craft to reach the beaches. 

The three landing "beaches" 
were code-named "red," 
"green," and "blue." They 
were muddy and rocky and, 
in some places, had tall sea 
walls attackers had to climb. 



FACES OF HISTORY -···~.·· Born to a Civil War 
veteran who became 
a high-ranking army 
officer and raised on 
a series of military 
bases across the 

United States, Douglas MacArthur naturally chose a career in the 
military. He wrote in his memoirs, "My first memory was the sound 
of bugles." In 1903 he graduated first in his class at the U.S. military 
academy at West Point. During World War I he fought in France, 
where he was promoted to the rank of brigadier general. Known for 
his bravery and daring on the battlefield, he became the most deco
rated American soldier of World War I. 

As supreme Allied commander in occupied Japan, MacArthur 
made one of his most important contributions to history-he helped 
Japan rebuild itself as a democratic nation. After President Truman 
removed him from command in the Korean War, MacArthur returned 
home. He died in 1964, still admired for his World War II victories and 
his leadership in occupied Japan. 

Analyze What experiences prepared MacArthur for his leadership 
roles during World War II and after? 

ACADEMIC 
VOCABULARY 
scope extent or 
size 
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Ridgway's success called into question 
MacArthur's harsh warnings about the need 
to expand the war. It especially called into 
question MacArthur's recommendation to use 
atomic weapons. Truman began to believe that 
peace was possible without losing South Korea 
or triggering a larger war with China or even 
the Soviets. 

MacArthur was dismayed by Truman's atti
tude. He wanted to see communism defeated in 
Asia even if meant expanding the scope of the 
war. Increasingly, he made public statements 
that challenged the authority of the president. 
He made threats against the Chinese govern
ment even as American officials were explor
ing ways to stop the fighting in Korea. 

Truman faced a serious challenge. To many 
Americans, MacArthur was a major hero of 
World War II. They supported his goal of tak
ing the war to the Chinese. Truman, though, 
wanted to avoid widening the war. Further, he 
could not allow a general to disobey the presi
dent and make his own policy. Truman decided 
he had to fire MacArthur. 

The American public swiftly reacted to the 
MacArthur firing. While a few leaders sup
ported the president's action, many Americans 
were outraged. "The American nation has never 

been in a greater danger," warned the Chicago 
Tribune . "It is led by a fool who is surrounded 
by knaves." 

This anger only grew when MacArthur 
appeared before Congress for a dramatic 
farewell address. Some 30 million Americans 
watched his speech on television. 
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''In war, there is no substitute for victory. There 
are some who for varying reasons would appease 
Red China. They are blind to history's clear lesson, 
for history teaches with unmistakable emphasis 
that appeasement but begets new and bloodier 
war.'' 

-General Douglas MacArthur, Aprii 19, 1951 

MacArthur closed with the emotional words, 
"Old soldiers never die; they just fade away." 
Americans everywhere wept and cheered for 
their World War II hero. 

Sequencing What was the 
sequence of the fighting in Korea from the start of the 
war through Aprill951? 

Fighting Ends in Korea 
Before long, the uproar over the MacArthur 
firing died down. Congress investigated the 
matter. The nation's leading military officers 
testified that Truman had been right in firing 
MacArthur. 

Meanwhile, in July 1951, the United States 
entered into peace talks to end the fighting. By 
this point, 80,000 Americans had been wounded 
and nearly 14,000 were dead. South Korea and 
other UN forces had also suffered greatly. So 
had the Chinese and North Koreans. 

Unsuccessful negotiations for peace 
One major obstacle during the peace talks was 
the location of the boundary between North 
Korea and South Korea. UN forces by that point 
had actually managed to fight a short distance 
north of the 38th parallel. The UN wanted the 
boundary to be there. But the Communists 
insisted on setting the boundary precisely at 
the 38th parallel. This dispute helped break off 
negotiations at the end of the summer. 

Meanwhile, the two military forces strength
erred their positions. Now and then one side or 
the other would launch an attack. The goal was 
not to gain territory but to improve position. 

\ 



Examples of such actions were the battles of 
Bloody Ridge and Heartbreak Ridge. These 
were fought in the late summer and early fall 
of 1951. Both battles followed a similar pattern: 
The two forces took turns winning, then losing, 
key hilltops. Though little was gained, losses 
were heavy. In these and other battles during 
this time, the UN suffered 40,000 casualties. 

Negotiations resumed in October but again 
hit a major snag. This time the issue was prison
ers of war. Hoping that the UN would continue 
to fight for unification, Syngman Rhee refused 
to send North Korean or Chinese prisoners 
back to Communist countries. This hindered 
the peace negotiations. Few major moves were 
happening on the battlefield, but the steady 
shelling and sniping was a deadly threat. 

All of 1952 passed in a similar way. N egotia
tors meeting in the town ofPanmunjom (PAHN

MOOHN-JAWM) argued over details of a peace 
agreement. At the same time, small-scale fight
ing claimed thousands of casualties. 

Events of 1953 Meanwhile, 1952 was a 
presidential election year in the United States. 
American voters elected the World War II hero 
Dwight D. Eisenhower. Eisenhower would be 
inaugurated in January 1953. You will read 
more about Eisenhower's presidency in the 
next chapter. 
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Reviewing Ideas, Terms, and People 

In his campaign, Eisenhower had promised 
to end the Korean War. Once in office, he set 
about achieving this goal. At the same time, 
the Communists also seemed to want the war 
to end. Negotiators at Panmunjom worked 
toward agreement. 

Though the end of the conflict was com
ing, the fighting remained deadly. Indeed, the 
Communists seemed to step up the fighting in 
the hope of gaining a last-minute advantage. 
During the final two months, UN forces suf
fered 57,000 casualties. The Communists lost 
100,000. Finally, however, the guns fell silent 
on July 27. On that day, negotiators reached an 
armistice agreement. 

The Korean War had left the map of Korea 
looking much as it had in early 1950, before the 
war began. The North Koreans had lost only 
a small amount of territory. The human costs, 
however, were much more significant. Some 
37,000 American soldiers had died. Almost 
60,000 UN troops from other countries were 
killed. Communist forces suffered some 2 mil
lion casualties. Perhaps as many as 3 million 
North and South Korean civilians were killed 
or injured. 

Sequencing What events 
helped bring about the end of the fighting in the 
Korean War? 

1. a. Identify Identify the significance of the following term: 
38th parallel 

b. Make Generalizations What happened to the kind of 
fighting that took place in the final phase of the war? 
c. Evaluate Considering the cost of the war and what was 
gained, do you think the United States was right to fight in 
Korea? Explain. 

b. Explain Why were there two different views about the way 
in which Korea might be reunified? 

2. a. Describe What were the events that started the Korean 
War? 
b. Draw Conclusions Why did Truman believe it was impor
tant to defend a small country such as South Korea? 
c. Elaborate Why do you think the fighting in Korea was 
referred to as a police action? 

- 3. a. Recall What was the significance of Inchon in the war? 
b. Make Generalizations How would you describe the major 
pattern of fighting in the first year of the Korean War? 
c. Rate Consider the arguments of both MacArthur and Tru
man about the possibility of a wider war with China. Which 
argument do you think was stronger? Explain. 

4. a. Identify What is the significance of Panmunjom? 

Critical Thinking 
5. Sequencing Copy the chart below and use information from 

the section to sequence the events following the information 
provided. 

I #·131fJ·U'',fl ;j i i •:td ................ ~ (3!.1 W1.1 

6. Expository Write a paragraph in which you explain the 
events that led to the beginning ofthe Korean War. 
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The Cold War at Home ~ 
Historical Context The documents below provide different perspectives on the 
domestic impact of the Cold War. 
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Task Examine the documents and answer the questions that follow. Then you will be 
asked to write an essay about the domestic impact of the Cold War, using facts from 
the documents and from the chapter to support the position you take in your thesis 
statement. 

In the aftermath ofWorld War II, the House Un
American Activities Committee, or HUAC, investi
gated possible Communist subversion everywhere, 
from schools to labor unions to the entertainment 
industry. The political cartoon below was published in 
the Washington Post in 194 7. 

"IT'S OKAY-WE'RE HUNTING COMMUNISTS" 
from The Herblock Book (Beacon Press, 1952) 
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In 194 7 President Truman signed Executive Order 
9835 in order to ban Communists and Fascists from 
federal employment. The order outlined procedures 
for investigating the background of federal employees. 
Although no actual espionage was discovered among 

· government workers, many people were investigated 
in the years following Executive Order 9835. Below is 
an excerpt of the order. 

"Part I 
INVESTIGATION OF APPLICANTS 
There shall be a loyalty investigation of every person 
entering the civilian employment of any department 
or agency of the executive branch ofthe Federal 
Government. ... 

PartV 
STANDARDS [for Employment] 
Activities and associations of an applicant or 
employee which may be considered in connection with 
the determination of disloyalty may include one or 
more of the following: 

Membership in, affiliation with or sympathetic 
association with any foreign or domestic organiza
tion, association, movement, group or combination of 
persons, designated by the Attorney General as totali
tarian, fascist, communist, or subversive, or as having 
adopted a policy of advocating or approving the com
mission of acts of force or violence to deny other per
sons their rights under the Constitution of the United 
States, or as seeking to alter the form of government 
of the United States by unconstitutional means ... " 



This photograph shows a man 
building a bomb shelter in the 
backyard of a private home in 
1951. These reinforced under
ground rooms were built for pro
tection in the event of an atomic 
attack. During the 1950s and 
1960s, bomb shelters became 
increasingly popular as Ameri
cans' fears of nuclear war grew. 

1. a. Describe Refer to Document 1. What does the car 
symbolize in this political cartoon? 
b. Identify What is happening to the people who are in 
the car's path? 
c. Analyze What point of view does this cartoon present 
about the House Un-American Activities Committee? 

2. a. Identify Refer to Document 2. Name three activities 
that would exclude a person from working for the federal 
government in 1947. 
b. Interpret Why might President Truman have consid
ered this executive order necessary? 

3. a. Identify Refer to Document 3. When finished, how 
would this structure protect people from a bomb? 
b. Analyze What does this photograph suggest about 
the impact of the Cold War on American society? 

4. Document-Based Essay Question Consider the ques
tion below and form a thesis statement. Using examples 
from Documents 1, 2, and 3, create an outline and write 
a short essay supporting your position. 
How did the Cold War affect domestic policy and 
American society? 

See Skills Handbook, pp. H28-H29, H30 
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Visual Summary: The Cold War Begins 

The Iron Curtain Falls 
• Soviets fail to hold elections, 

install friendly governments. 

• Truman issues Truman Doctrine. 

• Marshall Plan seeks to aid 
Europe, stop communism. 

Peacetime Transition 

• Berlin crisis 
leads to Berlin 
Airlift. · 

• Gl Bill aids adjustment of soldiers 
and sailors. 

• Truman wins re-election. 

• Second Red 
Scare occurs in 
United States. 

• United Nations and other 
organizations seek a safer world. 

Reviewing Key Terms and People 
Identify the correct term or person from the chapter 
that best fits each of the following descriptions. 

1. Truman policy for limiting spread of communism 

2. Alliance formed after World War II 

3. Postwar rise in U.S. birthrate 

4. Effort to help rebuild Europe after World War II 

5. Helped many former soldiers get a college educa
tion, start a business, or buy a home 

6. Term for method of making reckless attacks on 
people's reputations 

7. A major turning point of the Korean War occurred 
here 

8. Communist leader in China 

9. Group blacklisted for refusing to help in effort to 
uncover Communists 

10. Accused of spying against the United States 

11. The period ofhigh tension between the United 
States and Soviet Union 
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a. GI Bill 

b. baby boom 

c. McCarthyism 

d. Inchon 

e. containment 

f. Mao Zedong 

g. Alger Hiss 

h. Marshall Plan 

i.ColdWar 

j. Hollywood Ten 

k.NATO 

• Korea is divided after World War II. 

• Communist North Korea invades 
the South. 

• Back-and-forth fighting ends in 
stalemate. 

• New president Dwight D. 
Eisenhower ends the fighting. 



Comprehension and Critical Thinking 
SECTION 1 (pp. 464-470) [ml§l11.4.6, 11.7.8, 11.9.3 

12. a. Identify What was the term that described the 
dividing line between Communist Eastern Europe 
and non-Communist Western Europe? 

b. Sequence What were the events that led up to 
and marked the beginning phases of the Cold War? 

c. Rate What do you think was the most important 
benefit of the Marshall Plan? Explain your answer. 

SECTION 2 (pp. 471-476) [ml§l11.9.1 

13. a. Describe What difficult adjustments faced the 
people of the United States after the war? 

b. Draw Conclusions Why do you think there was 
so much interest after the war in creating orga
nizations to improve conditions for people in the 
United States and around the world? 

c. Elaborate What was the common idea behind 
the GI Bill and programs such as the Interna
tional Monetary Fund and the World Bank estab
lished after World War II? 

SECTION 3 (pp. 477-482) [ml§l11.9.3 

14. a. Recall What was the second Red Scare? 

b. Sequence Identify the sequence of events dis
cussed in the section that contributed to the rising 
Red Scare. 

c. Evaluate How was the second Red Scare similar 
to and different from the Red Scare of 1919? 

SECTION 4 (pp. 483-489) [ml§l11.9.3 

1 5. a. Describe What events led to the Korean War? 

b. Sequence Describe the major events of the war 
in the order in which they occurred. 

c. Rate Do you think the United States and the 
United Nations in Korea made an effective defense 
against the spread of communism? 

Using the Internet 
16. During the twentieth century, 

the history of the city of Berlin was closely con
nected with the history of the Cold War. Using the 
keyword above, do research to learn about Berlin 
in the twentieth century, beginning after World 
War II and ending with the fall of the Berlin Wall. 
Then create a report that explains the significance 
of Berlin in the Cold War. 

History's Impact video program 
Review the video to answer the closing question: 
How did the Cold War and the increase in Ameri
can defense spending affect life during the 1950s? 

Analyzing [ml§l HR4 

Primary Sources 
Reading Like a Historian 
This photograph depicts a 
parade celebrating the mil
lionth ton of Marshall-Plan 
goods delivered to Europe. 

17. Identify Study the pho
tograph. In what coun
try was it taken? 

18. Draw Conclusions Why 
do you think a parade 
was held to celebrate 
this shipment of goods? 

Critical Reading I3!J RJ.a 

Read the passage in Section 3 that begins with the 
heading ((Truman and loyalty." Then answer the ques
tions that follow. 

19. Based on this passage, it seems that 

A. Truman was deeply anti-Communist. 

B. Truman did not care about communism 

. C. Truman took action against communism 
mainly to satisfy the public. 

D. communism was a serious threat. 

20. Truman's loyalty investigations produced 

A. little evidence of Communist influence in 
government. 

B. thousands of Communists in government. 

C. complete support from the public. 

D. widespread anger among the public. 

[3!JW1.1 

Expository Writing Expository writing gives informa
tion, explains why or how, or defines a process. To prac
tice expository writing, complete the assignment below. 

Writing Topic The Korean War 

21. Assignment Based on what you have read in this 
chapter, write a paragraph that explains why the 
United States became involved in the Korean War. 
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